
Welcome to the phonics and
early reading workshop

This presentation and other useful information is on the school’s website. 
This will be explained during the presentation. 



Phonics:

Learning to read and write by matching
sounds with 

symbols (letters).

cat



Most phonics schemes are based upon 
Letters and Sounds, a detailed phonics 
programme published by the UK 
government. The progamme is split 
into 5 clear 
phases.



Phonics scheme used at 
Cayman Prep:

Little Wandle



Little Wandle is based on Letters and sounds. The 
phases are covered in KG – Year 2:

Phase 1: Preschool 
Phase 2: KG
Phase 3: KG / Reviewed in Year 1
Phase 4: KG / Reviewed in Year 1
Phase 5: Year 1 / Reviewed in Year 2



Key Phonics Vocabulary

Phoneme: distinct individual unit of sound

‘Cup’ has 3 phonemes: c-u-p

‘Shark’ has 3 phonemes: sh – ar – k

‘Car’ has 2 phonemes: c-ar

How many phonemes in: fish / fishing / shoot?

Phonemes are what you can hear.



Grapheme: a single letter or group of 
letters used to represent a phoneme.

‘Cup’ has 3 phonemes: c-u-p
Those 3 phonemes are represented by the 
letters/graphemes: c, u and p. 

‘Shark’ has 3 phonemes: sh – ar – k
Those 3 phonemes are represented by the graphemes: 
sh, ar and k. 

Graphemes are what you can see.

A word always has the same amount of graphemes as it has phonemes.



Digraph: a two letter grapheme 
e.g. or, sh, th, ee

Trigraph: a three letter grapheme 
e.g. igh, air, ear

Split digraph: a digraph that is split by another 
letter

e.g    i-e,   o-e,   e-e,   u-e,  a-e

      cake      shine      these      cute     stone
                              



Tricky words: words that do not follow the
phonetic rules currently understood by a child.
e.g. my, like, said

‘my’ can stop being a ‘tricky word’ when children 
understand that the grapheme ‘y’ can 
represent more than one phoneme (yo / fly/ funny)

High frequency words: words that regularly feature in 
sentences 

e.g the, are, they



Sounding out: saying the individual phonemes out 
loud when reading or spelling

Blending: saying individual phonemes together 
smoothly to form a word

Sound buttons: dots and lines that highlight the 
graphemes/phonemes in a word

bus     shop    lighter



Segmenting: breaking a word into its individual 
phonemes.

Chunking: Splitting a word into its syllables.

popcorn        fishing     



Segmenting: breaking a word into its individual 
phonemes.

Chunking: Splitting a word into its syllables.

popcorn        fishing     



Learning to read and write is difficult!

 There are 44 phonemes in the English language. All 
the words we speak are made by blending these 44 
phonemes together

 If we just had just 44 graphemes, learning to read 
and write would be pretty easy

 Unfortunately, there are approximately 250 
graphemes

 That means children need lots of practise and 
repetition



a – acorn
a-e – cake
ay – play
ei – vein
eigh – sleigh
ey – hey!
ea – great
aigh - straight

How do I 
spell ‘shape’?



Pure sounds:

Pure sounds in phonics are the clear, distinct 
pronunciations of letter sounds without adding an 
extra "uh" sound at the end

If ‘cat’ is sounded out as c-uh, a, t-uh, it makes 
blending it correctly more difficult. 

                                 cat



Correct pronunciation of pure 
sounds 





















Sounding out and 
blending CVC words

CVC: consonant, vowel, consonant



cat
tap
tin
pig

run
dog
leg
lid



In the Little Wandle scheme, the 
initial graphemes the children are 
introduced to in Phases 2 and 3 
have pictures and 
phrases(mnemonics).











































Grow the code: 

Individual phonemes can be represented by a 
range of graphemes. In Little Wandle, learning the 
range of graphemes is called ‘growing the code’. 

After the initial phoneme/grapheme is introduced, 
the following graphemes for the same phoneme 
do not come with a mnemonic. 













How to support reading individual words:

Help your child to spot all the 
graphemes in a word. Support or 
show how to sound out and blend. 
Adding sound buttons can be 
helpful. 



How would you explain reading or spelling these words?







Split digraph: a pair of letters that make one sound 
but are separated by a consonant. 

a-e: cake

i-e: bike

o-e: bone

e-e: these

u-e: cute or rude     



Reading at Home
Three main types of book brought home:

- Oxford Reading Tree
- Little Wandle
- Sharing books



Oxford Reading Tree (ORT) Books

ORT books get progressively harder, but 
the tricky words and graphemes do not 
strictly follow the phases. A Stage 1+ book 
may contain the word ‘shine’ for example, 
and the children may not have learnt the i-
e split digraph yet.





Little Wandle Books
Little Wandle books strictly follow the phases. A Phase 2 set 2 book will only 
contain sounds that have been taught up to and within that section of the 
phase. There is no progression order of books within a set.



Inside cover of Little Wandle Book  



The books in the first Little Wandle sets
have sound buttons.  

Why doesn’t ‘the’ have sound buttons?



Sharing Books
These are primarily to be read to the children, to help build a 
love of books and reading. Children might enjoy spotting 
tricky words or graphemes they know. As children grow in 
confidence they may be able to read the book themselves.  



Take home books

KG: 1 Little Wandle book and 1 sharing book. 

Your child will have already read the LW book several 
times at school, so it may appear too easy. The aim is to 
build confidence and share success. Practise and 
repetition will help develop confidence and fluency.

The sharing book is to be read to your child to develop a 
love of reading.

Books sent home on Wednesdays and need to be 
returned on Mondays.



Take home books

Year 1: 2 Little Wandle books and 2 ORT books. 

The Little Wandle books will develop confidence and 
fluency. The ORT books will help expand vocabulary and 
exposure to words that require other strategies to read 
them (picture clues and context).

Books changed on Thursdays.



Take home books

Year 2: 2 x 2 ORT books. 

The ORT books will help expand vocabulary and exposure 
to words that require other strategies to read them 
(picture clues and context). Some children may bring 
home Little Wandle books to help secure particular 
graphemes. 

Books changed on Tuesdays and Thursdays.



It’s okay to read a book several 
times. Repetition builds 
confidence and fluency.



What is the unknown word?

He got lots of ______ .

Clues and Context

If a child is struggling to sound out and 
blend a word, they can also use picture 
clues and the context to make a guess 
about what the word might be. 



He got lots of ______ .
Tim went to the sweet shop.

Added context:



He got lots of ch______ .
Tim went to the sweet shop.

Too Much Chocolate!
Added context, picture clue and use of phonics:

Children can become more independent if they can make good guesses about words. 
They should try their best to decode first however.



Decoding is the process of translating written words 
into spoken language by using knowledge of letter-
sound relationships. 

A child can be very good at decoding but have limited 
understanding of what they are reading.

Asking questions and having discussions with your 
child before/during/after reading helps check and 
develop their understanding. 



Some examples of comprehension questions:

- Why do you think that happened?
- How do you think the character feels now?
- Why do you think they did that?
- What do you think might happen next?
- What did you like about the story?
- Can you retell the main parts of the story?
- Does the story remind you of anything? 

(something they’ve done/another book/a film)



When supporting reading. Think about:

- Spotting ‘tricky words’
- Spotting digraphs, trigraphs and split digraphs
- Encouraging and modelling sounding out and blending 
using pure sounds
- Children shouldn’t sound out if they don’t
 need to
- Using the context and picture clues 
- Asking comprehension questions



Homework sounds to practise
 In KG to Year 1. Sounds and words will start coming home to 

practice. These are sounds the children have learnt that 
week. Cut the sounds out and use them for games and 
activities.

Front Back



Activities with sounds and words
 Speed challenge: How fast can your child say all the sounds and words when 

they get held up? Time it and see how fast they can get.

 What’s missing?: Lay all the sounds/words on the table. Your child says all the 
sounds then closes their eyes, whilst you remove a sound. When they open 
their eyes they need to remember which card is missing.

 Ladder game: Arrange the sounds/words in a row to make a ‘ladder’. Use a toy 
e.g. a lego figure to climb the ladder. If your child correctly says the sound the 
toy is on, they climb on to the next one. If they don’t, they slide back to the 
bottom. Can they make it to the top? For extra motivation, a prize could be at 
the top.

 Have the sounds stuck somewhere e.g on the fridge. Practise at breakfast time.



Writing and Spelling

Supporting spelling is a tricky balancing act. We want 
children to use their current phonics knowledge and 
don’t want to correct everything they do. Children 
can get ‘hung up’ on trying to spell every word 
correctly. We also don’t want them spelling lots of 
words incorrectly. It is dependent on where each 
child is on their learning journey. If a tricky word has 
been taught, it should be corrected when
incorrectly spelt. 



bighck
What word has this child spelt?



bighck
What word has this child spelt?



Possible responses to the spelling ‘bighk’

“Great sounding out”

“It’s not quite right, but you used your phonics learning 
really well”

“I can see why you chose the ‘igh’ grapheme”

“Bike actually has the i-e split digraph in it”

“Your whole homework is about your bike, so I’ll show you 
how it’s spelt”

Phonetically plausible – Could plausibly be spelt ‘bighk’



Meaningful activities to encourage writing:

- Shopping lists
- Labels
- Thank you letters
- Emails
- Postcards
- Plan meals
- Story writing
- Journals
- Party planning
- Writing on whiteboards/standing up



Phonics Information on the 
school website

Type ‘phonics’ in search bar



Thanks for coming!
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